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                    Criteria for High Quality Career and
Technical Education Programs
National Career Pathways Network
Orlando, FL
November 14, 2014
Overview
 What is a high quality career and technical education (CTE)
Program of Study (POS)?
 How do we assess program outcomes?
− Defining student populations
− Identifying program metrics
 What challenges do states and local program staff face in
collecting CTE data?
2
Department Recommendation
Investing in America’s Future: A
Blueprint for Transforming Career
and Technical Education
Calls for improving:
 Alignment
 Collaboration
 Accountability
 Innovation
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/cte/transforming-career-technical-education.pdf
Programs of Study
 Introduced in 2006 reauthorization of the Perkins Act
All local grant recipients must offer at least one POS that:
−
Incorporates and align secondary and postsecondary
education elements
−
Includes academic and CTE content in a coordinated, nonduplicative progression of courses
−
May offer the opportunity, where appropriate for secondary
students to acquire postsecondary credits
−
Leads to an industry-recognized credential or certificate at the
postsecondary level, or an associate or baccalaureate degree
POS Design Framework
Describes 10 components that support the development of effective programs
1. Legislation and Policies
2. Partnerships
3. Professional Development
4. Accountability and Evaluation
Systems
5. College and Career
Readiness Standards
6. Course Sequences
7. Credit Transfer Agreements
8. Guidance Counseling and
Academic Advisement
9. Teaching and Learning
Strategies
10. Technical Skills Assessments
http://cte.ed.gov/nationalinitiatives/rposdesignframework.cfm
Framework Subcomponents
Each component has a set of subcomponents that provide context
Example: LEGISLATION AND POLICIES
Federal, state, and local legislation or administrative policies promote POS
development and implementation. Effective legislation and policies:
 Provide for state and/or local funding and other resources, such as
professional development and staff time, for POS development.
 Establish formal procedures for the design, implementation, and
continuous improvement of POS.
 Ensure opportunities for any secondary student to participate in a POS.
 Require secondary students to develop an individual graduation or
career plan.
 Provide resources for long term sustainability of POS.
Assessing Program Quality
 States must report on the performance of all CTE programs
and POS
−
−
−
−
Secondary academic performance
Technical skill attainment
Completion
Placement into postsecondary education, employment, or the
military
− Postsecondary retention or transfer
− Participation and completion of nontraditional students
State Perkins Accountability Congress
 Strategic initiative to foster dialogue about
performance measurement among federal staff
and state representatives
− Involved secondary and postsecondary CTE
directors from 50 states and territories
− Met 4 times between November 2011 and
September 2012
− Collaborated to offer recommendations for Perkins
reauthorization:
o Proposed student population definitions
o Offered measure constructions
o Suggested data collection methods
http://cte.ed.gov/spac/
Student Population Definitions
State Perkins Accountability Congress recommendation
 Secondary Student
Completed at least 50 percent of a state-approved CTE program by
the end of the reporting year
 Postsecondary Student
Students who earned at least 12 cumulative CTE credits or the
equivalent in a state approved program by the end of the reporting
year, or completed a state approved program of fewer than 12
credits or the equivalent by the end of the reporting year
Student Population Considerations
Secondary
Postsecondary
 Restrict measurement to
technical coursework
 Align measurement with
ESEA reporting year
 Restrict program reporting
to CTE POS
 Limit reporting to federally
funded programs
 No agreement on time to
achieve threshold
 Students need not be
enrolled in CTE coursework
in reporting year
 Restrict measurement to
technical
coursework/exclude
developmental coursework
 Allow for the application of
high school credit towards
threshold
Identifying Program Metrics
State Perkins Accountability Congress examined 6 performance indicators
Example: Postsecondary Enrollment
State Perkins
Accountability Congress
metric recommendation:
 Offers options for
measure design
 Arrays measurement
considerations
Challenges in Data Collection
 Existing issues in collecting CTE data:
– Assessing technical skill attainment
– Measuring post-program outcomes
o Enrollment in postsecondary education
o Employment
o Military enlistment
– Obtaining adequate student coverage for follow-up
– Tracking individuals who leave the state
Challenges in Data Collection
 Reauthorization offers potential for expansion of POS. This
may have measurement implications:
– Dual credit/concurrent enrollment
o Track credit award and use
– POS
o Enrollment in related postsecondary studies
– Developmental education
o Enrolled/eligible to enroll in remedial program
– Certificate or degree attainment
o Longitudinal
More Information
Sharon Miller, Director
Division of Academic and Technical Education
Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education
U.S. Department of Education
202-245-7846
[email protected]
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